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Application of Kerschensteiner theory in elementary
school technology education

Yu-Shan Chang* and Pei-Ru Hsiao

Department of Technology Application and Human Resource Development, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the application of Kerschensteiner theory in elementary
school technology education. A teaching experiment was conducted with a grade-4 class in Taipei. Method
of participant observation was utilized to collect data needed in this study. Data were analyzed and
confirmed with constant comparison and triangulation. Those main findings were: 1. Participant students
had high motivations in this hands-on learning activity, which was consistent with Kerschensteiner theory. 2.
Participant students got clear understandings of related science concepts. 3. Participant students could learn
to decorate their products creatively. 4. Participant students completed their own products step by step and
actively. Based on findings, recommendations of planning and implementation of elementary school
technology learning activities were proposed as well.
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