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The Occurrence and Ecology of Danaidae (Lepidoptera)
in Dakeng Butterfly Education Area

Dah-Wei Li

Abstract

The species composition , quantity, and behaviors of danaid butterflies (Lepidoptera: Danaidae)
were investigated in the Dakeng Butterfly Education Area from January to December, 2004. Transect
counts method was used. During the study period, 12 transect counts were made, and 5 generas, 11 species
and 201 individual were recorded. More species came into sight in June, July and August; 10 species were
observed in each of these months. Danaids were not observed in February and March. In the transect
counts, the maximum individual counts fell in Sepetember (n=41) and the minimum (n=0) in February and
March. The three dominant species were Danaus chrysippus ~ Euploea tulliolus koxinga and Tirumala
limniace. All 11 species visited flowers and 10 species of plants for nectar were recorded. The result of this
study revealed that the danaid butterflies were occurred constantly in Dakeng Butterfly Education Area
from spring to autumn, especially from July to September, which were best for butterfly watching and

implementation of ecological education.

Key words: Danaidae, Dakeng, ecology, education





