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Attitudes toward Science :
We Need to Pay More Attention on

Yih-Sheng Su” Tai-Chu Huang”™
* Kaohsiung Municipal Hsin-Chuang High School
** Graduate Institute of Science Education National Kaohsiung Normal University

ABSTRACT

There are different approaches to the science-related attitudes. When reviewing researches on
this topic here, we find that the terms are confused. After analyzing the components of attitudes
according to socio-psychological viewpoint, and reviewing the researches on this area, we find there
are two terms need to be seperated: one is  "scientific attitudes" , the other is "attitudes toward
science” . The former is more cognitive, the latter is more affective. "Scientific attitudes” refer to
the ways of thinking like those of scientists, such as objectivity, open-minded. "Attitudes toward
science" is much broader term, which may sometime include the former. Most researches abroad are
related to the topic of "attitudes toward science”, and there are many instruments developed to
measure it and try to find the relationships to achievement and related factors. However, most of the
researchers here emphasize "scientific attitudes”. Maybe we should pay more attention to the
"attitudes toward science” and the related instruments here.

Keywords: attitudes toward science, science attitudes, scientific attitudes.
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