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A school-based collaborative professional
development project: the investigation of an
experienced teacher’s teaching belief and

teaching research

Jun-Yi Chen', Huey-Por Chang? Hsun-Fei Yang®, Yi-Ting Cheng®

'Graduate Institute of Science Education, National Changhua University of Education
’Department of Physics, National Changhua University of Education
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Abstract

The implementation of the nine-year curriculum in Taiwan has resulted in the
great impact and challenge for many teachers. The change of curriculum must be
accompanied by changes in teaching belief and practice. This study was conducted in
the context of a school-based collaborative professional development project. The
goal of the professional development project was to support teachers to improve their
teaching practice. One junior high school was invited to participate with this
study. The research team was consisted of 27 teachers, 6 graduate students and 1
university professor. Meetings were planned for teachers to share, discuss, and
reflect on their knowledge and teaching practice biweekly. Additionally, these
teachers were encouraged to conduct instructional studies based on the teaching
difficulties/ problems which they confronted. This article was to describe an
experienced earth science teacher’s teaching belief and her reflection. Furthermore,
the teaching research and professional development contributed by this teacher were
discussed.

Keywords : teaching belief, nine-year curriculum, school-based collaborative professional
development
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