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The Development of Planetariums in Taiwan

Chi-long Lin' Yu-Dan Tseng ’

! National Museum of Natural Science

? Natural Science Education, National Taichung University

Abstract

Planetarium is a very powerful teaching aid in astronomy education. In 1957, the
National Taiwan Science Museum installed a Spitz A-1 planetarium and opened a new era of
science education in Taiwan. We surveyed 70 planetariums in Taiwan and rebuild the path of
their development. We learned from our survey that the planetariums in Taiwan distribute like
a “Dumbbell”, which indicates that most planetariums are distributed in northern and southern
Taiwan, Even more, 22 of the 23 planetariums in northern Taiwan are concentrated in Taipei
city and county. It indicates a serious bias of the allotment of Taiwan’s education resource. In
our survey, we also noticed that 87.7% of Taiwan’s planetariums are products of Goto Opt. Co.,
Japan. We would give a comment on this interesting phenomenon briefly. In this article, we
would also briefly introduce the “Digital Planetarium”, a fast developing equipment which
may brings about revolution of planetarium education in coming future. At the end of this
article, we would give some suggestions through which we expect that may helps to improve
Taiwan’s planetarium education.

Keywords : planetarium, museum, International Planetarium Society (IPS)
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