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Story of Deer and Wolf (Hu Kanping,translated by: alexcwlin; edited by: Adam Lam)
In the 20th century, Kaibab National Forest in the northern part of Arizona State, USA, was
luxuriantly grown with fir trees with vigorous vibrancy everywhere.
There were approximately four thousand deer hanging around in the woods, and ferocious
wolves were their most life-threatening enemies.American President Theodore Roosevelt
wanted deer in Kaibab National Forest to be effectively protected so that their population could
thrive.He pronounced Kaibab National Forest to be a nationwide game reserve, and also
decided the government would hire hunters to go there and annihilate wolves.Sounds of gunfire

echoed in the forest.
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At the merciless gunpoint of hunters, ongoing painful screeches of massacred wolves rang
out.After twenty-five years of hunting, several thousand wolves died one after another.Plenty
of other deer-eating wild animals in the forest, such as leopards, were also hunted and
killed.Under special protection, deer became the “darlings” of Kaibab National Forest.In this
“realm of freedom”, they were at liberty to thrive, gnaw on trees, and live a danger-free, well-
fed and happy life.

Very quickly deer in the forest increased in number, and the total exceeded one-hundred-
thousand.One hundred thousand deer chewed around in the forest, and when they finished
eating away shrub bushes, then they began gnawing at small trees.

After they had gone through with all the small trees, they started biting off bark of big trees.All
the plants edible by deer could not escape their ill-fate.Day by day green vegetation in the forest
decreased, and burnt yellowish color of withered plants in the vast land began to expand.Finally
catastrophe descended on the deer population in the area.At first hunger struck which caused
deer to die in droves.

Then diseases followed and wiped out countless deer. Two years later the total number of deer
dropped sharply from one-hundred-thousand to only forty-thousand.

When 1942 arrived, less than eight thousand sick deer left in the entire Kaibab Forest struggling
for survival.Roosevelt never would have thought the wolves which he ordered to kill actually
were protectors of the forest.The eating of deer by wolves could appear cruel, but it was done

to maintain stability of the deer population.That was because after eating some deer by wolves,
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the number of deer in the forest could be controlled within a reasonable limit and so the forest
would not be ravaged by deer.At the same time, most of the deer eaten by wolves were sick
and so it would effectively control the threat of disease to deer.But Roosevelt was determined
to protect deer.Once the number of deer exceeded the limit that the forest could bear, stability
of the forest’s ecosystem was disrupted.Such brought about huge ecological disaster to the
forest.That is to say an excess of deer was the culprit in the destruction of the forest.This reality
seems to contradict what people’s understanding about wolf and deer.In fairy tales, wolf always
seems to have burdened with the notoriety of bullying the weak, as typified by the Chinese
story of “Big Timber Wolf” and the western story of “Little Red Riding Hood”.On the other
hand, deer has always been the epitome of beauty and kindness.Wolf is vicious and therefore
must be exterminated.Deer is kindhearted and therefore must be protected.Roosevelt's deer
conservation policy was drafted pursuant to these customary views and fairy-tale
principles. The series of events which happened in Kaibab Forest illustrates that on the ecology
“stage”, every type of living beings has its own role.The forest needs deer but also needs
wolves.Merely basing on humans’ partial understanding to judge whether an animal is good or
evil could sometimes be a serious mistake.
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